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Useful information 

University of Patras Campus 
The main University Campus is located in the suburb of Rio at 7 km North East from the city centre, within 
the Municipality of Patras. The General University Hospital of Patras is located next to the University. Rio 
has become a very important transport junction for Western Greece, especially since the construction of 
the Rio- Antirrio Bridge, which connects the suburb of Rio with the town of Antirrio, linking the 
Peloponnese peninsula with mainland Greece and thus giving residents and visitors quick and easy access 
by car to mainland Greece and Epirus, in addition to the frequent ferry boat service. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      Where the meetings will take place 

                                Conference & Cultural Center of the University of Patras – (1st floor)  

                                                                 University Campus- Rio, Patra 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to get from Athens Airport to Patras in Greece 

There are several ways of getting from the Athens Airport to Patras in Greece. You can drive, get a 

combination of buses, taxis and the suburban railway. 

Athens Airport to Patras by car 

Possibly the most straightforward way to get from the Athens Airport to Patras in Greece, is to rent a car. As 

the new highway connecting Athens and Patras has now been completed, the trip from the Athens Airport 

to Patras should take you about two and a half hours. Just be prepared to pay quite a few tolls – just over 14 

euro. If you decide to hire a car to drive from Athens to Patras, keep in mind any one-way fees involved. Still, 

if you are two people or more, it will work out a lot cheaper than taking a taxi! 

Athens to Patras by Taxi 

If you don't mind paying the high price, there's no denying that it is the most convenient, no-hassle way of 

travel from Athens to Patras Greece. You can even pre-book a taxi, meaning that a driver will pick you up 

directly from the airport when you land. 

Athens to Patras by bus 

To get a bus from Athens Airport to Patras, you will need to get to the Kifissos bus station first. 

There are two ways to do that: 

Option 1 – Get a taxi to Kifissos bus station 

Option 2 – You can take bus X93 right outside the Airport terminal. Allow plenty of time to get to Kifissos bus 

station, as it can take over an hour and a half or even more during rush hour. Tickets cost 5,50 euros – you 

can buy tickets at a kiosk just outside the bus and then validate them once on the bus.  

Link to Kifissos bus station: https://maps.app.goo.gl/ey7fLNWX68XxyrbK7 

Choose as direction X93: AEROLIMENAS ATHINON -ST. YPER. LEOF. KIFISOU (EXPRESS) 

Link to the X93 bus info: 

http://telematics.oasa.gr/en/#lineDetails_1521_%CE%A793%20:%20ST.%20YPER.%20LEOF.%20KIFISOU%2 

0-%20AEROLIMENAS%20ATHINON%20(EXPRESS)_365-81 

 Bus will take you directly to KTEL Bus station 

 In order to get to Patras, you will need to look for KTEL Achaias (ΚΤΕΛ ΑΧΑΙΑΣ in Greek), Patras being the 

capital of the prefecture of Achaia. (Βus terminal Achaia) 

 Ktel Achaias website https://www.ktelachaias.gr/en/.  

There are buses every hour or so, so even if you don't have a ticket you should be ok. 

You can buy your ticket online: https://www.ktelachaias.gr/en/homepage-en/ 

Or directly at the bus station ticket office. 

 The bus will drop you off quite centrally in Patras. Patras bus station link: 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/EEKMYUeavxZ1tGiA6, but depending on where you are staying in Patras you might 

need to take a short taxi ride. 

Note that if you are returning to Athens from Patras, you can get off the KTEL bus at Elaionas metro station 

and use the metro to go downtown, or directly to the airport. 

https://www.ktelachaias.gr/en/homepage-en/


         

       Athens to Patras by train  
Taking the suburban railway from Athens to Patras 

If you are a fan of trains, you can use a combination of the new and shiny suburban railway and a bus. You 
will need to take the suburban railway from the airport to “Kato Aharnai” station, and then switch to 
another train that will bring you to the town of Kiato. 

In Kiato, you will need to hop on a bus to eventually get to Patras. While there are fewer trains per day 
than KTEL buses, this route is more scenic, and you will avoid traffic in Athens. 

If this is your chosen means of transport, bear in mind that the train company goes on strike now and then. 

https://www.virail.com/train-athens-patras 

 

Indicative Hotel Options in Patras 
 

 

Porto Rio Hotel 
https://www.portoriohotel.gr/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Airotel Achaia Beach 

https://url-shortener.me/2VGN 

The Bold Type Hotel, 

a Member of Design Hotels 

https://url-shortener.me/2VH2 

My Way Hotel & Events 

https://url-shortener.me/2VH4 

Galaxy City Center Hotel 

https://url-shortener.me/2VH9 

. Moxy Patra Marina 
https://url-shortener.me/2VGQ 

http://www.virail.com/train-athens-patras
http://www.portoriohotel.gr/


Patras city guide 
                                                                  Welcome to Patras 

the capital of Western Greece 

 

Introduction 

Patras is located in the western part of mainland 

Greece, on the northwestern coast of the Peloponnese. 

The city lies at the heart of an imaginary triangle 

formed by three locations of major archaeological 

significance: Ancient Delphi to the north, Epidaurus to 

the southeast, and Olympia to the southwest. Nestled 

between Mount Panachaiko and the Gulf of Patras, the 

city connects mainland Greece with Aitoloakarnania 

and the Ionian Islands. 

 

As the third largest city in Greece, Patras has long been 

a gateway to Europe—a vital link to the western world 

and a commercial hub connecting Greece with the 

ports of Italy, France, and England. Its history dates 

back to before the Peloponnesian War (431 B.C.). 

During Roman times, emperors such as Tiberius, Nero, 

and Hadrian granted privileges to Patras, elevating the 

city to a position of glory and prosperity. 

 
In 1821, Patras was among the first cities to rise against 

Turkish occupation during the Greek War of 

Independence. Due to its strategic importance, the city 

suffered extensive destruction during the revolution. 

However, in the 19th century, Patras experienced 

remarkable commercial and economic growth, fueled 

by its port, which played a pivotal role in revitalizing its 

historical, economic, and cultural significance. Once 

again, Patras became a hub for cultural exchange and 

creativity. 

 

 
Today, Patras is a cosmopolitan city where new ideas, 

innovative concepts, and avant-garde philosophical 

movements continue to thrive. As the metropolis of 

Western Greece, it boasts excellent connectivity to the 

rest of the country, supported by a highly developed 

transportation network. Notably, Europe’s largest 

cable-stayed bridge links Patras with central and 

northern Greece. 

 
The University of Patras contributes significantly to the 

city’s scientific and artistic activities, driving further 

development. With approximately fifty thousand 

university students residing in the city, Patras pulses 

with youthful energy and vitality. Favored by both 

history and geography, Patras has consistently 

demonstrated an ability to embrace and integrate 

cultural diversity, ensuring its place as a dynamic center 

of cultural and intellectual exchange.

 

 
Ctrl+Click to watch Patras from above 

https://youtu.be/WfE9Zur4GHE


Sightseeing in Patras 
 

 

Rio Antirrio Bridge 

 

The Rio Antirrio Bridge, also known as 

“Charilaos Trikoupis”, connects since 

2004 the Peloponnese with Central 

Greece on their western side and at the 

same time expands and connects the 

Ionian Road with the E55 highway. Its 

length with the accesses reaches 

2,883 meters and is made to withstand 

a 7.4 magnitude earthquake, a 

Category 5 hurricane and a 180,000 

ton ship collision. The bridge has 

sidewalks on both sides with access 

from stairwells to Rio and Antirrio side. 

On the toll side there is an elevated 

footbridge that connects the walk 

route. The bridge also has a showroom 

right next to the toll station on the side 

of Antirrio. There is a special parking lot 

in both directions and before the tolls. 

In the direction of Antirrio you will park 

at the entrance of the bridge operation 

building which also houses the 

exhibition space while in the direction 

of Rio you will need to cross the 

elevated footbridge over the tolls. After communication and if the weather conditions are good it is 

possible to organize a visit with specialized engineers of the Bridge in order to analyze the technical 

characteristics of the project. 

 
Address: 300 20, Antirrio Aitoloakarnanias 

Phone : +30 26340 39010, +30 26340 39011 

e-mail: info@gfl.gr 

Website 

Map 

mailto:info@gfl.gr
https://www.gefyra.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/HtTA3H9pMWZBRXsw8


Roman Odeon  

 
The Roman Odeon of Patras is a building from 

Roman times and was probably built in the years of 

August around the first half of the 2nd century AD. 

At the end of the 3rd century AD and after a 

catastrophic fire its services were ceased. Over the 

years, earthworks followed until 1889 when it was 

rediscovered. Restoration works were completed 

in 1963 and today it is used as a venue for concerts and theatrical performances with a capacity of 2200 

people and intense activity in cultural events during the summer months. The place is visitable. Guided tour 

of the site and its history is at your own risk as no such service is provided on site. 

 
Address: Palaion Patron Germanou and Sotiriadou 
Phone : +30 2610 223587 

Map 

 

Patra’s Castle 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The castle of Patras is an old fortress of the 

city built in the second half of the 6th AD by 

Justinian. In its long history during the 

Byzantine period it has been under 

occupation of the Franks, then passed to the 

Venetians, was liberated by Palaiologos and 

was occupied by the Turks throughout the 

period of Ottoman rule. After its liberation 

from the French and from 1828 it is Greek, 

with a break during the German Nazi 

occupation. Today the site is open to the 

public and is a beautiful walk after its 

renovation and reconstruction projects. You 

can wander in the area of 22,725 sq.m. enclosing the walls and you will find gardens, cobbled paths, towers 

and great views of the city and the gulf of Patras. Guided tour of the site and its history is at your own risk 

as no such service is provided on site. 

Free Admission 
Visiting Hours : 8.30 – 15.30 every day except Tuesdays and holidays 

Address: Frouriou 56, 262 25, Patras 

Phone : +30 2610 623390 

Map 

https://goo.gl/maps/HBSjuoQzZWRDZnZGA
https://goo.gl/maps/mgHjpuiFcvLLAmbP8


Patra’s Roman Stadium 

It is located in the center of the city below the Roman Odeon, parallel to Hephaestus 

Street with a length of 200 meters and a width of 90. It was built in 80, 90 BC under 

King Domitian and is likely to have host sports, theater and music games as well as 

Roman duels . Today imited parts of it are on the surface as it is located in a 

residential area and a large part of it has been built since 1870, which until then was fully 

visible. Guided tour of the site and its history is at your own risk as no such service 

is provided on site. 

Free Admission 
Visiting Hours : 8.30 – 15.30 every day except Tuesdays and holidays 

Map 

 

 

Mycenaean Cemetery of Voudeni 

It is part of the region of the Mycenaean world with findings from a prehistoric settlement and a cemetery dating from 

1500 BC. The 18-acre park is visitable and includes 78 carved chambered tombs, some of which can be visited inside 

and ruins of a nearby settlement. Many of the finds such as utensils, tools, jewelry, statuettes are on display at the 

Archaeological Museum of Patras. After 

consultation, a 15-minute video is 

shown with information and analysis 

about the tour and the findings 

concerning the Mycenaean park. Guided 

tour of the site and its history is at your 

own risk as no such service is provided 

on site. 

 

 

Admission 2 euro 
Reduced ticket 1 euro 
Address: Liapaiika, 265 04 Patra 

Phone : +30 2610 459354 

Website 

Map 

https://goo.gl/maps/dW5hKYUaDdngggcw7
http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/gh351.jsp?obj_id=18784
https://goo.gl/maps/AvFNKPXGLSs9thZk8


Apollon Theatre  

 

 
The construction of the theatre was completed in 1872 with 

designs by the German architect Ernest Ziller and is a faithful 

miniature of the La Scala in Milan. It is one of the oldest 

indoor theaters in modern history and perhaps the most 

architecturally important building in the city. The theater has 

a capacity of 240 people, is the headquarters of DI.PE.THE 

Patras with theatrical performances and hosts other 

theatrical and musical productions throughout the year. 

 
Address: 31 Vas.Georgiou Sq, 262 21 Patra 

Phone : +30 2610 273613 

Website 

Map 

 

Vas.Georgiou sq. fountains 

The central square of Vassileos (King) Georgiou is decorated, among 

other elements, with two bronze fountains. A place for appointments 

and many times the wishes of passers-by. Each fountain is decorated with 

four bronze winged lions in a large marble carved basin while at the 

top of one fountain stands an aquarius and on the other, a piper. They 

were installed in 1974 by the French company for the construction of 

municipal plumbing works in the city. Similar ones are found in various 

European cities, in France, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and 

Piraeus. 

Map 
 

Achaia Clauss 
 

 

 

 
In 1861 Gustavos Klaus founded the winery 

company Achaia Klaus. Since then it has been 

active without interruption until today. It has been 

awarded dozens of awards, commendations, 

honorary titles, medals and diplomas and vinifies a 

series of wines, including the well-known name 

Mavrodafni, which was given in honor of his then 

fiancée, the brunette Daphne. Stone buildings, 

cobbled alleys, large carved oak barrels, large 

cellars and halls, a music venue, majestic gardens 

and great views compose a unique landscape 

worth visiting. After communication, tastings and 

https://www.dipethepatras.gr/el/apollon/
https://goo.gl/maps/X7oiq2ajDMMtvyEUA
https://goo.gl/maps/FZEijAzw1auB4DVT7


guided tours are organized, as well as tours for groups of pupils, students, specialists in the field and anyone 

interested. In some cases, cultural and entertainment events take place. 

Address: Petroto, 262 23 Patra 

Phone : +30 2610 580100 

e-mail : achaia@clauss.gr 

Website 

Map 

Reservations 

 

Museums in Patras 
 

 

Archaeological Museum of Patras 

The Archaeological Museum of Patras 

since 2008 is housed in a building by the 

architect Theofanis Bobotis. It has three 

large rooms for permanent exhibition, 

one room for periodic exhibitions, 

modern reception and public service 

areas, amphitheater, refreshment room, 

maintenance workshops, ancient 

warehouses and outdoor car park. The 

permanent exhibition of the Museum was 

completed in 2011 and finds exhibits dating from the 4th millennium BC. until the 4th c. A.D. and come from 

the city of Patras, as well as from areas of southern and western Achaia. 

Address: 38-40 National Road Patras-Athens, 264 42 Patras 

Phone: +30 2613 616100 

e-mail: efaacha@culture.gr Website 

Map 

 
Press Museum of Patras 

The Press Museum  was 

founded by the Association 

of  Editors  of Daily 

Newspapers   of   the 

Peloponnese-Epirus-Islands 

based in Patras in 1956. Its 

purpose  is  to  collect  and 

preserve newspapers, magazines, manuscripts and other publications, which are proof of the history of our 

place. Part of the collection are newspapers from 1815, thousands of magazines from 1867, calendars, rare 

publications etc. Search for publications and items online through the digitized file on the museum page. 

mailto:achaia@clauss.gr
https://www.achaiaclauss.gr/
https://g.page/AchaiaClaussWinery?share
https://www.cavaclauss.gr/product-category/kratiseis/
mailto:efaacha@culture.gr
http://www.ampatron.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/Jsh7rwgbW4ojwrbd9


Address: 200, Maizonos st. 262 22, Patras 

Phone: +30 2610 310488 

e-mail: mouseiotipou@esiepin.gr 
Website 

Map 
 

Museum of Science and Technology (MET) of Patras 

The Museum of Science and Technology started in 2001 as a 

Laboratory of the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Patras. 

Today it deals with the acquisition, maintenance and study of 

Science and Technology documents that relate mainly to the 

existing Departments of the University of Patras. 

The aim of the museum is to disseminate science to the general 

educational public as well as to support teaching of history of 

technology. Through the promotion of technological heritage and 

modern achievements, the public is given the opportunity to 

understand the world of science. In addition to the permanent 

exhibition “Telecommunications in our lives” in 3 thematic 

sections and periodic exhibitions, the museum holds information 

and training days, concerts and other events aimed at various 

types of audiences. Group visits and educational programs are 

carried out in consultation with the staff of the Museum. 

Address: University of Patras, 261 00 Rio 

Phone: +30 2610 969973, +30 2610 996732 

e-mail: stmuseum@upatras.gr 
Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mouseiotipou@esiepin.gr
http://www.mouseiotipou.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/rRiejAFmkPzfjRxu5
mailto:stmuseum@upatras.gr
https://goo.gl/maps/xNyHCW8d6k1qRSaY6


Cultural venues in Patras 
 

 

Conference & Cultural Center of the University 
The development of the cultural life of 

Patras owes a lot to this center of the 

University of Patras. The specific 

objectives of the SPK of the University of 

Patras are to host conferences, symposia 

and seminars, music, theater and other 

high level cultural events. The venues are 

available, upon request, to other bodies 

for the organization of similar events, 

according  to  its regulations.  To  date, 

 

hundreds of events have been hosted in the space which is designed with international standards and 

equipped with modern technological equipment. 

Address: University campus, 265 04 Rio Patras 
Phone: +30 2610 996734 
e-mail: confer@upatras.gr 
Website 
Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.confer.upatras.gr/kanonismos.php
mailto:confer@upatras.gr
http://www.confer.upatras.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/NCkVDYrkYAgedQGm9


Kostis Palamas House 
 
 

 

 

Public Library 

The house that Kostis Palamas was born in 1859 in Patras at 241 

Korinthou Street was bought and renovated thanks to the great 

offer of the Greek-American businessman Athanasios 

Stefanopoulos. Today under the management of the institution 

«Cultural Center of Kostis Palamas»  operates as a museum of 

literature, library and space for cultural events and at the same 

time thematic tours and organized visits are carried out after 

consultation. 

 
Address: 241, Korinthou st, 262 21 Patra 

Phone :  +30 2616 007301 – +30 6944561335 – +30 6945745401 – 
+30 6947382401 
e-mail: info@sgkpalamas.gr 

Website 

Map

 
With a long history since 1908, the Municipal Library of 

Patras numbers over 200,000 volumes of books, 853 

titles of magazines and Government Gazettes since 

1830 and series of Patras type since 1948. Most of 

them are the result of donations and it also has a 

section of valuable books and documents. 

Address: Maizonos 110, 262 21 Patra 

Phone: +30 2610 277751 

e-mail: library@patrasculture.gr 

Website - Map 

https://el.wikipedia.org/wiki/%CE%9A%CF%89%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AE%CF%82_%CE%A0%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BC%CE%AC%CF%82
http://www.sgkpalamas.gr/
mailto:info@sgkpalamas.gr
https://www.sgkpalamas.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/zm8i4cEEgMpdfpZ98
mailto:library@patrasculture.gr
https://patraslibrary.weebly.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/JfTKFXTVzdxsjwve8


Public Gallery 
 

 

 

 
It was founded in 1988 and its 

purpose is art education and 

aesthetic education, through its 

exhibitions, parallel events and 

educational programs. From time to 

time it hosts retrospective 

exhibitions of painting, engraving, 

sculpture, photography and all 

modern forms of artistic expression. 

The work of the Municipal Gallery is 

completed  by  the  educational 

programs with guided tours by scientific staff mainly to students of Primary and Secondary Education schools. 

 
Address: Maizonos 110, 262 21 Patra 

Phones: +30 2610 222049 

e-mail: pinakothiki@patrasculture.gr 
Website 
Map 

 

Helenic Diaspora 
The Hellenic Diaspora Foundation hosts hundreds 

of paintings, sculptures and installations. His 

rooms collect works, sculptures, paintings, 

installations of artists of the Greek Diaspora, many 

of which the action has been rarely shown in our 

country, but also well-known Greek artists who 

lived or studied in Europe and America. The 

Foundation is housed in an area of 2500 square 

meters and consists of three buildings as well as an 

outdoor area, specially designed for the placement of large projects. The place is open to the general public, 

guided tours are available by appointment by phone 

Address: Kato Sychaina, 265 04 Patra 

Phones: +30 2610 622182, +30 2610 910991, +30 6936122183 
e-mail: info@hellenicdiaspora.org 
Website 

Map 

mailto:pinakothiki@patrasculture.gr
https://www.facebook.com/PatrasGallery/
https://goo.gl/maps/JfTKFXTVzdxsjwve8
mailto:info@hellenicdiaspora.org
https://www.hellenicdiaspora.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/ymnkFiB3DV754iiW7


Palaia Sfageia 

Palaia Sfageia were built in 1903 in Akti Dymaion, an 

unusual building with influences from the Central 

European industrial architecture. The stone building 

complex occupies an area of 20 acres with a large 

main building framed by other smaller ones that house 

auxiliary spaces and offices. Their operation as 

slaughterhouses ceased in 1995 and later they were 

transformed into “Polychoro” with a theatrical stage, 

cafe, brewery, conference room, hosted weddings, 

baptisms and open concerts and even housed a radio 

station. 

Today, under the SPARC project (“Creativity Hubs for Sustainable Development through the VAloRization of 

Cultural Heritage Assets”) which is funded by the Operational Program of European Territorial Cooperation 

Greece-Italy 2014-2020, the multi-space design agreement was reached with the aim of promoting the 

Carnival and Karagiozis. According to the study, there will be activities of entertainment, play, creative 

employment and training, while the configuration will include places for the promotion of the Patras 

Carnival, promotion of the story of Karagiozis and presentation of the working style of the creator of 

Karagiozis figures, presentation of carnival creations, creative children events and periodic exhibitions. 

Address: 84, Akti Dimaion, 263 33 Patra 
Website 

Map 

Aigli 

 
Aigli, Cultural Center of the Municipality of Patras is 

part of its building complex of Veso Mare. Hosts 

cultural events, exhibitions, concerts, events etc. 

Veso Mare is an entertainment center with shops, 

cafes, movie theaters and drinks and food shops. It 

has parking spaces around the building and a 2- 

level underground car park. 

Address: 17, Akti Dimaion, 262 22 Patra 

Phone: +30 2610 362030 
Map 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://greece-italy.eu/interreg-sparc-the-old-municipal-slaughterhouses-of-patras-will-become-an-innovative-creativity-hub/?fbclid=IwAR3v30JBK8qNjMhTjrObSbZNjeBXwZse7PSbxwAr79dl38sr3E01bcvrrKo
https://goo.gl/maps/AAD5N1GMCAnL9Zqm9
https://vesomare.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/N4VTQQ6uXsbn5ovN6


 

In Akti Dymaion st, the area of the old Patras 

Poorhouse, has now been renamed to Royal 

Theater. After the renovation of the building 

and the surrounding area, it hosts a large 

music and theater stage that can be converted 

into a lecture or conference room, the gallery 

rooms and the Bar Restaurant on the 1st floor. 

In the garden, mainly during the summer and 

spring months, a multi-cultural, corporate 

events and entertainment space is formed, 

with high-tech facilities. 

Address: 53 Akti Dimaion, 263 33 PatrasPhone: +30 2611 810524, +30 6971801331 

e-mail: info@royaltheater.gr 

Website 

Map 

City walks in Patras 
 

 

Down town walk 

Patras combines pedestrian streets, sea front, picturesque neighborhoods and cozy corners, grove and a 

wonderful sunset. The city center has all kinds of shops combined with numerous cafes and restaurants 

located around its squares and pedestrian streets. Including distances up to 2-3 km from the center, we 

compose the following suggestions for thematic tours: 

City center and old port 

The free walk in the center from Kolokotroni Street to Gounari and from 

Ypsilantou to Othonos Amalias. Points of interest are Vasileos Georgiou 

Square with its 2 fountains and the Apollo Theater, Olgas Square with 

its tall trees, Trion Symachon Square with its floral clock, the pedestrian 

street of Riga Fereou and Pantanassis, the old market of Markato 

located in the uphills of Ermou st with traditional craftsmen and ouzo- 

tsipouro restaurants in Kapodistriou square and finally in the extension 

of Agios Nikolaou st. the sea on the pier overlooking the sunset and the Gulf of Patras. 

mailto:info@royaltheater.gr
http://www.royaltheater.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/qxTNcikDNKnAUpPY8


Light house and South park 

On the sea front and for an aprox. legth of 3 km 

extends a large park that starts from the lighthouse 

(at the height of the Trion Navarchon) to the new port. 

Ideal area for walking-running-cycling or a pet walk 

that can start or end on the pier of Agiou Nikolaou 

near the sea. In the area of the light house there is a 

cafeteria, a playground and open play area for 

children. In the south park there is also a modern 

playground and open green spaces for all ages. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grove 

The grove is a “source” of green for Patras. You 

can reach on foot, by bicycle or other vehicle and 

you will find relaxation areas and two 

cobblestone paths in the pine forest. There is 

also a coffee or snack area where you can enjoy 

the view of the city and the Gulf of Patras and the 

wonderful sunset. Visitors choose to walk in 

nature or mountain bike by creating free trails in 

the forest. 

 
 
 
 

 

Vlatero – Gouva 
 

 

 

These are two of the oldest neighborhoods of the city with special 

picturesqueness, one or two flour buildings, small houses with 

traditional courtyards, narrow streets and squares. These are places 

where in the summer afternoon you will meet local residents sitting and 

chatting right outside their homes and young children playing until dusk 

outside in the open space. These two neighborhoods are connected by 

a sidewalk and stairs through the grove and compose a wonderful route 

through time and nature 



Psila Alonia – Trion Navarchon – Light House 

The square of Psila Alonia is a historical 

square of Patras, both for its essential 

history but also for the fact that if you ask 

today a man 50-70 years old he will tell 

you about his own experiences in the 

wider area when he was young . It is one 

of the largest squares in Greece and 

today one of the most beautiful and 

densely populated areas with intense 

lifestyle, playground, rest and walking 

areas and many coffees houses and 

restaurants. Of interest is a brief visit to 

the clock which uses sunlight from 1953 

at the bottom part of the square. 

 

 
At the edge of the square you can find the stairs of Trion 

Navarchon and from there begins a pedestrian street that ends 

at the sea and the lighthouse. On the pedestrian street of Trion 

Navarchon you will find quality restaurants, taverns, pizzerias 

but also cafes and bars. Especially during the spring, summer 

and autumn months, the sidewalk fills tables and people enjoy 

the flowers and coolness from the orange groves along the 

road to the sea while laughter and squeaks of children playing 

are heard. At the end of the road, and after crossing Othonos 

Amalias, you will find yourself in the park of Faros (Light 

House) and a large playground, open spaces for play and the 

business with the same name with coffee, drinks, appetizers. 

From the lighthouse, you can move to the South Park or from 

the other side to the pier of Agiou Nikolaou and the city center. 

Also very close is the church of Agios Andreas and VESO 

MARE with stores, cafes and movie theaters. 



Marina dock 
 

 

 
Marsh of Agyia 

 

 

 

In the northern area of the port is the 

marina dock. It hosts many small boats 

and infrastructure for their care but also 

a lot of people who visit the area for a 

walk, coffee, drink or food. From the 

small theater with the homonymous all 

day cafe snack bar up until the beach of 

Agyia, you can enjoy a beautiful beach 

walk passing through parks. During this 

walk you will meet many cyclists, joggers, 

runners, or people who walk alone or 

with their pets. Lots of choices also in 

hotels, fish taverns, restaurants and 

cafes especially close to the marina 

dock. The sunset will amaze you seeing 

the sun diving in the Ionian waters and 

the orange color dominating the horizon. 

 
It is only five kilometers from the center, towards the 

Rio district, and is the only piece of wilderness. 

In the ecosystem of the wetland, marsh of Agiya, 

there are constant up to 50 points of water fed by 

underground water. It has a total area of 225 acres, of 

which 139 acres is its water surface and the other 86 

acres is the perimeter area that has been landscaped 

and planted. It is located between the mouths of two 

streams, west of the Panachai mountain, while the 

coastline   forms   the   beach   of   Agyia. 

The wetland has been registered as a remarkable 

wetland by the Hellenic Center for Wetland Habitats and plays an important role for the smooth and balanced 

functioning of nature in the area of Agyia and more broadly in the city of Patras. 

 
In the structural configuration of 2022, a footbridge was built to allow visitors to access the marsh, paths for 

walking and sports were created, biodiversity observation and recreation equipment were installed, and the 



area and paths were lit. In combination with the beach of Agyia and the under 

construction area of the swimming pool and its surrounding area with open 

sports areas, it is defined as one of the most powerful sports and 

entertainment centers of Patras and the whole of Achaia. 

 
 
 

 
Religious sites in Patras 

 

 

In Patras you will find majestic temples and Orthodox monuments in every neighborhood. In many cases 

they even define the name of the wider area. Some of the temples stand out for their long history but also 

their social and charitable work and reach many believers and visitors. Outside the city, in a short distance, 

you will find monasteries and convents with a long history and cultural offer. 

Agios Andreas 

The old church was built around the end 

of the 5th century BC, in royal style on the 

ruins of the Ancient Temple of Goddess 

Dimitra. To the right of the entrance of 

the church, there is a well in the pre- 

existing source of the temple of Dimitra, 

a place where the Apostle Andreas was 

teaching. Throughout history it suffered 

great damage and remained in ruins until 

1836-1843 where it was rebuilt and 

operates to this day. The new imposing 

church, right next door, is of Byzantine 

style, its construction began in 1908 and its 

inauguration took place in 1974. It is 

the largest orthodox church and is estimated at 2200 sq.m. with the ability to church up to 8000 believers 



inside. Over the central dome stands a cross 5 meters high and around it, in 12 smaller domes respectively 

12 crosses that symbolize Jesus and his Apostles. In 1964, from the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome with a solemn 

ceremony were given to a special reliquary, part of the Holy relics of the Apostle Andrew as well as parts of 

the cross he martyred. The feast of St. Andrew is on November 30 where a glorious service and procession 

takes place in the city center. 

For visits and the best service and for large groups, contact the Priest of the Temple to plan your visit. A 

souvenir shop also operates next to the temple. 

Address: 197 Agiou Andreou st, 262 21 Patras 
Phone: +30 2610 330644 
Website 

Map 

 

 

Pantokratoras 
 

 
Katholic Church 

 

 

 

The construction of the old Temple is estimated around 900 

AD, in the ruins of the Temple of Olympian Zeus. During its 

history, it became a Catholic, a mosque and a hospital. Its 

lead-covered roof played its part in the revolution in 1821 

since the first missiles used were from the Temple’s lead roof. 

The current Church took shape at the end of the revolution 

and began its operation in 1840 with plans of the Holy Agia 

Sophia in Istanbul. In 1951, all the domes in the whole roof 

were copper-plated, mainly for reasons of insulation from 

moisture. 

Address: 13 Panagouli st, 262 25 Patras 
e-mail: info@inpp.com.gr 
Website 
Map 

 
With the presence of the Catholics in Patras dating back to the 13th century and after several attempts to 

create their own Church, I. Kapodistrias, at the urging of the then French consul, offers the plot where the 

new Church is built today. In 1838, the first large church was founded and built under the leadership of the 

Catholic Bishop of Syros, which then belonged to Patras, until 1925, when the new one was built with parallel 

works and the old one was demolished. The historic Catholic Community of Patras, together with the costs 

http://www.inaap.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/C3A1EopbtuTZq5sB7
mailto:info@inpp.com.gr
https://inpp.com.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/fss8hRiUv6SvvAQk6


of repairs of the modern Church after the earthquake of 1993, has always covered the costs of construction, 

maintenance and repairs of its parish. Today the Catholic Church operates with intense activity and work 

covers the Catholic community of the city as well as several visitors. 

Address: 81 Maizonos, 26221 Patras 
Phone: +30 2610 275215 
e-mail: catheclpatra@gmail.com 
Website 
Map 

 
Monasteries and Convents 

Nearby from Patras you will find monasteries and convents of special interest that are an attraction for 

thousands of visitors. 

 

Holy Monastery of Mega Spilaio 

 
This is one of the oldest and most historic monasteries in 

Greece, located at a distance of 11 km. from the city of 

Kalavrita, built on the rocks of Helmos mountain. According to 

tradition, after the discovery of the Icon of the Virgin Mary, 

made by the Evangelist Luke, in a cave at this point, the holy 

monastery was built. Several relics, hagiographies and a large 

volume of books and manuscripts are available, highlighting 

the cultural richness of Orthodoxy. 

 
Map 

 
 
 

Holy Monastery of Oblos 

 

 

At a distance of 15km from Patras and at an altitude of about 850m, 

in the area of Krini. The monastery was founded in 1315 and took its 

name from the word “Obile” as called the Virgin by the Arvanite 

inhabitants of the area. In its long history, it was destroyed and rebuilt 

several times during the failed rebellion of 1770 and 1821 against the 

Turks and then in World War II with the German invasion. The 

monastery belongs to the Holy Metropolis of Patras and is honored at 

the Entrances of the Virgin Mary on November 21. 

 
• Address: Oblos, 265 00 Patras 
• Phone: +30 2610 672125 
• Website 
• Map 

mailto:catheclpatra@gmail.com
http://www.catheclpatra.gr/
https://goo.gl/maps/HHDAcyt4aPmsNBp37
https://goo.gl/maps/949fqGTQ51evMkx18
http://www.omplos.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/rrajFKfXZYES7U3Y9


Holy Monastery of Agia Lavra 

 
At a distance of 6 km from Kalavrita, is also the historic Monastery of Agia Lavra which was founded in 961 

BC. According to history, the raising of the Banner of the Revolution and the swearing in of the fighters by 

the Old Patras Germanos took place there. In the Monastery, apart from the Banner of the Revolution of 

1821, many other relics are kept, the chariot of Agios Alexios, relics of Saints, Gospel manuscripts and other 

Byzantine finds. 

 
Map 

 
 

 

Panagia Tripiti 

 

One of the most beautiful and original religious 

monuments of Greece, Panagia Tripiti, is located on the 

beach of Aigio, built on a steep cliff 30m high. from the 

surface of the sea, inside a Cave (hole). Tradition states 

that in 1550 AD. a shipwrecked man searching for land 

saw a light in a hole in the rock that eventually led him to 

the image of the Virgin Mary. 

Phone: +30 26910 22323 

Map 

 

The Patras Carnival 
 

 

History of Patras Carnival 

The opening ceremony of the Patras Carnival is planned 

every year for the first Saturday after Agios Antonios on 

the 17th of January. The closing ceremony is on the 

evening of the Sunday before Clean Monday, 50days 

before orthodox Easter Sunday. It is the largest and oldest 

carnival event in Greece, with the first carnival dance 

being recorded in 1829 at the house of the merchant from 

Patras, Moretis. A mix of traditional customs, influences 

from Italy and the Ionian Islands and cultural elements 

added afterwards, compose a set of events with dances, parades, theatrical plays, musicals and dances, 

parties, exhibitions, games, hidden treasure hunts flood the city in throughout this festive season.

https://goo.gl/maps/8XcTjH5pqC3SSv3X9
https://goo.gl/maps/FAzt3LJjN4pw7T6MA


Thousands of visitors, friends and carnival participants from Patras participate in events organized by the 

municipality and other cultural or artistic organizations and at the same time become creators in improvised 

and spontaneous events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The parades 

The event reaches the top performance during the 

last two days of the season where two parades take 

place, on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday late 

morning, while on the same night the cremation 

ceremony of the King Carnival takes place at the Pier 

of Agiou Nikolaou st. with impressive fireworks, a big 

concert and a long lasting night party. The core of 

the parades are the carnival crews or groups that 

participate with carnival costumes inspired by 

current events and every day life influenced by 

artistic satire and comedy. Also impressive are the 

chariots of the Municipality that lead the parade on Sunday dominated by the King Carnival but also many groups 

where with their own responsibility and expenses create constructions and chariots of high aesthetics. 



Children Carnival 

Equally impressive is the participation of the people in the Carnival of the little ones, one week before Sunday 

of the main events with a large parade of children with their companions from kindergartens, schools, 

organizations, etc. 

Game of Hidden Treasure 

The Hidden Treasure is a game-activity that keeps alive the pulse and the interest of the groups throughout 

the period from the day of the start until the Sunday of the Children Parade. A set of games with puzzles, 

constructions, runs, control, mind games etc which take place throughout the city, always taking care to 

cause excitement and convey the atmosphere and mood of the carnival to participants, spectators and 

passers-by. 

Tsiknopempti 

Tsiknopempti is officially part of the Carnival. As in all of Greece, it is the penultimate Thursday before the 

Carnival Weekend where due to religious custom it is the last day of meat-eating. The barbecues are lit from 

11.00 in the morning and the whole city eats, drinks and moves in festive rhythms until early in the afternoon. 

During the day planned Carnivan actions take place which entice participants until late at night to dance and have 

fun in squares, street, bars, cafes etc. 

Bourboulia 

Bourboulia is a unique event without 

an exact past start date. It is a dance 

where women have free entry as long 

they wear the well-known “domino” a 

wide black loose dress and mask that 

will hide her identity with the ultimate 

goal of having the free choice of 

knight. Music, dance, drink and 

mystery are the characteristics of this 

dance / custom with many years of 

presence in the events of Patras 

Carnival. 

 

 

Communication 

The events of the Patras Carnival are organized by the Public Benefit Enterprise of the Municipality of Patras 

Carnival of Patras together with all the participants with a private initiative and collective participation. 



 

     

Address: 84, Akti Dimaion, 263 33 Patras 
Phone: +30 2610 390912, +30 2610 390915 
e-mail: info@carnivalpatras.gr 
Website 

    

 

mailto:%20info@carnivalpatras.gr
https://www.carnivalpatras.gr/

